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1, In private meeting with Thieu, I went over with him summary 

, of the President's speech# He had only a few comments: 

♦ « 

1) He stressed the importance of having the arrangements for 

« 

supervision completed and in place before a ceasexfire went into 
effect. Otherwise, it would break down immediately in his opinion. 

m 

2) He was somewhat confused by the language of the summary 

t 

stating that **the President points out that the other side is not 




objecting to a few personalities, but rather seeking to dismantle 
the organized non-communist forces in South Viet-Nam and 
excluding whomever tiiey wish from government", I explained ./ 
it was similar in intent to, the President's statement in his 


tc. 


JUr 
^ - 
w 


April 20 speech. It seemed clear that his confusion derived from 
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the English phrasing, not the substance of this point. 


3) He thought it possible that the DRV might order NVA 

prisoners to stay in South Viet«Nam to form a nucleus of 

cadres to continue subversive activities. He obviously had 

some concern about this, but did not express any firm point 

« 

of view. 

2. In addition to the summary of the President's speech, I 
also gave him a copy of the remarks on political settlement 
contained in the President's April 20 speech. 

3. He said that he assumed Ambassador Bruce would lead 
off Thursday's meeting and Ambassador Lam would follow in 
support. I confirmed that Ihis would be^^& 

4. He has not yet prepared a text of his endorsementi but 
said it would be quite short* Before finalizing it, he would 
like to see the full text of the President’s speech so as to 



insure his xeiharks^re ful^^ both in tone and 
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content. He will, of course, listen to the speech on radio 
and said he woxxld provide me with a copy of his remarks 
by 11 a, m,, Saigon time, and would also immediately 
cable them to Ambassador Lam in Paris. 
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Excerpts on Political Settlement 
From President Nixon*s April 20 Speech 





Let me briefly review the principles that govern our view of a just 
political settlement. First, our overriding objective is a political 
solution that reflects the will of the South Vietnamese people and 
allows them to determine their future without outside interference. 

I again reaffirm this Government's acceptance of eventual, total 
withdrawal of American troops. In tumr' we must see the permanent 
withdrawal of all North Vietnamese troops and be given reliable 
assurances they will not return. 

Second, a fair political solution should reflect the existing relation- 
ship of political forces. We recognize the complexity of shaping 
machinery that would fairly apportion political power in South Viet- 
Nam. We are flexiblej we have offered nothiig on a take-it-or-leave* 

it basis. 


Third, we will abide by the outcome of the political process agreed 
upon. President Thieu and I have repeatedly stated our willingness 
to accept the free decision of the South Vietnamese people. But, we 
will not agree to the arrogant demand that the elected leaders of the 
Government of Viet-Nam be overthrown before real negotiatipns can 
begin. 


Let me briefly review the record of our efforts to end the war in 
Viet-Nam through negotiations. ^ ^ 

We were told repeatedly in the past that our adversaries would nego 
tiate seriously: 

— If only we stopped the bombing of North Viet-Nam. 


— If only we began withdrawing our forces from South Viet-Nam, 


■* » 1 ^ < » , 


-- If Only Mldea'it^vdtkithe Nat Front as one of 

the parties to the negotiations. ^ v . 


-- If only^W%i^d in principle to remove all our forces from 
Viet-Nam. .■■■I-". ■ 
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We have taken all these steps Still there is no progress 

at the peace table. 
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